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away, if it doesn't do worse and poison them." Again
Gretchen turned to Olga, "Now we've that good
'cellist, and you, Ludwig and he form a trio, the concerts
are a splendid draw. Why Georg told me only to-day
that so many tables have been booked for nest Sunday*
that he's going to reserve the lounge for residents, and
let non-residents remain on the terrace and in the
garden."
As she talked, Gretchen poured some rum into a glass,
added hot water, lemon and sugar, and compelled Olga
to drink the toddy which was the older woman's remedy
for all the ills that flesh is heir to. " I wish you hadn't
to go back to the forest at all," grumbled Gretchen*
" I'm afraid you'll be overdone. Only the trouble is>
nobody else knows where the poor fellow you've men-
tioned's lying, and the hospital men are such fools that
they'd never find him, if you weren't there to show the
way."
" Darling Gretel, I'm not a bit tired, and as it's only
six o'clock, I'll have heaps of time to take him to hospital
and be back to bath and change before concert time.
You know we always wait till after supper to play on
Mondays. People get back late from the Monday
motor-bus excursion, organized by Ludwig's father, and
the week-enders all left for Prague this afternoon."
** Well, I suppose you've got to go then. But, for
God's sake, don't try to lift the man, or carry anything,
or you're sure to strain your wrists. You remember
how careful you had to be when you were studying
music not to do any rough work that'd spoil your
hands. Now you're always busy in your spare time
with needlework, although you told me that needle-
pricks are supposed to ruin the sensitiveness of a pianist's
touch."
c< Yes, I know, darling, but I've got to make my own
clothes. Everything's so awfully expensive. I won't
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